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Last week a friend sent me a PDF that had some rich content embedded in it; a small video that Mac Preview would not let me see. I really like Preview but figured I might as well grab the free Acrobat Reader so that I could view the more advanced PDFs people were creating.
 
 Adobe Acrobat Reader is a pretty big install but after doing so I was able to see the PDF file - and its embedded video - just fine. There was a catch though; Acrobat is slower than Preview and now it was my default PDF viewer.


 
For the life of me I could not figure out how to make Preview my default viewer again. I right clicked on a PDF file and from the pop-up menu selected Open With - the sub menu that appeared allowed me to open it in Preview but not set that as the default.


 
At this point I did what I always do - Google up the problem and look for a solution. One of the first solutions I found was to use RCDefaultApp - a preferences pane add-in that allows you to see and set the default applications for file types, MIME types, etc. It worked great but I kept thinking that it was silly that I would need an add-on in order to do this. I am going to keep RCDefaultApp around though - it's pretty handy.


Finally, the way to do it in OS X
 
I finally managed to find it with a little more Google work. Right click on a file, select Get Info and, at the bottom of the Get Info window was an "Open With" area. From there I could see and set the default viewer and also click the Change All button to change it for everything.


Not long after I put this up Jerome put in a comment that you can hold down the Option key while right clicking and the menu selection changes to Always Open With - no need to even go into the Get Info window. Thanks Jerome!


Now I can see my PDFs quickly in the native Preview application and use Acrobat Reader when I need the extra features it affords.
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Cupboard Curator said…



To get around the speed issue with the Acrobat reader you could always use quicklook to view everyday vanilla PDFs (select file in finder, then hit the space bar) and double click the more complex ones to open in Acrobat by default.
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Jerome said…



To reenable preview as your default viewer... just hold option key while you "right clik" on the pdf file. The popup menu will change from "open with" to "always open with...
In general matter, hold option key to change the menus contents. So you don't need RCDefaultapp anymore ;-)
Cheers
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David Alison said…



@jerome: Great tip man, thanks! I just updated the main post since not everyone reads these comments.
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Dylan said…



This is one that MS got right. Going into the Get Info screen or holding a modifier key isn't obvious. Changing the default app for a file type is a common enough activity that it deserves a more obvious path to change it via the Open With context menu.
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David Alison said…



@Dylan: Actually - OS X supports the exact same model that MS does in XP - you can right click on a file and choose "Other" at the bottom, then select a programs and say that it will be the default application moving forward.

The problem was that when I tried that it didn't stick! That was frustrating.
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Chris Howard said…



Dave, having installed Acrobat Reader, you'll probably encounter another problem. It will have become your default PDF viewer in Safari.

Check this tip on MacForums to see how to change it back.

How to make Safari stop using Acrobat for PDF preview

You can also change Safari to automatically open PDFs in the external viewer (I'll let you search for that.) And if you haven't worked it out yet, you can right click on open PDF in Safari and choose to open it in Preview (or presumably Acrobat if it's still your default.)
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David Alison said…



@Chris: Thanks for the tip, though when I set the default reader back to Preview I think it also changed the MIME type for PDF as well. Right after I reset it I visited a site with a PDF and it loaded properly through Safari. 

This may be a function of the newer OS X version I am running - not sure.
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Unknown said…



You can also stop Adobe Reader opening PDFs in Safari by opening adobe reader, going to preferences; internet; and de-selecting the check box for "display PDF in browser using" and that solves the problem too.





June 25, 2008 at 7:58 AM




















matthewcox said…



Thanks David! I have been agonizing over how to bring preview back as my default viewer for pdf's for weeks and each search has led me down the wrong path. The "change all" in the info panel is so hidden, I don't know that I ever would have found it. Thanks again!





November 8, 2011 at 5:18 PM
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  Note:  On August 17, 2018 I released my book: Finding Davey: A Father's Search for His Son in the Afterlife . It is available on Amazon in both Paperback  and Kindle formats .   When I started writing Finding Davey it wasn't because I wanted to write a book. It was because I wanted to keep a journal of what was happening to me as I navigated my way out of the profound grief I found myself in. Initially it was a struggle just to get through each day; so much of my life had been turned upside down by the death of my son  that I found myself in free-fall, grasping for anything stable.   Most days I would write down how I felt and record my thoughts. This was not intended to be a cathartic exercise; the writing was often very difficult and required that I re-experience the emotions as I wrote down how I had been feeling. Many tears were shed on my keyboard in the early stages. I did it because I wanted to see if I was in fact getting better. When you've fallen down a hole so 
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A hardcore Windows guy gets a Mac








February 03, 2008








I have been a Windows developer for many, many years. Before I was a Windows developer I was a DOS developer. I've always been a Microsoft fan, heavily invested in doing Windows development. Really, since 1984 - my first job doing professional software development - I have been true blue Microsoft. When I would watch the Mac ads with the nerdy PC guy and the cool Mac dude I always secretly rooted for the PC guy. Last year something interesting started to happen. Many of the people in my network of friends and family started buying Macs. They were sick of the hassles of Windows, with the viruses and spyware and ever slowing performance. They seemed to be drawn in to the Apple advertising - it spoke to them. And they seemed very happy. I wrote that off as non-techies just looking for something new and easy. The Macs did look better with Mac OS X - it seemed like a really smooth operating system. But as far as I was concerned it was just a fad. Then my daughter was accepted to go to V
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It has been nearly a year since I switched from Windows to Mac.  In the past I've written that among the more difficult things I encountered in the switch was the behavior of the keyboard: Little adjustments - from Windows to Mac Mac: Have you tried using the Option key? Mac: Where did my Backspace key go? Windows to Mac keystroke mapping - a quick guide In spite of all this attention there was one key stroke combination group that I missed and it didn't get to me until very recently: the behavior of the Page Up and Page Down keys. On the Windows and Ubuntu based systems I have handy the Page Up and Page Down key perform the following action: Page Down/Page Up in a non-editing viewport (web browser, help system, etc) and the viewing window scrolls Down or Up by a screen. If however you are in an editable surface (like a text editor) and hit Page Down/Page Up it moves the screen and  the cursor. This is different than the behavior on a Mac. The Mac Page Down / Page Up keys (fn-D
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